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The Methodist Church

Dear Friends,

Welcome to our new circuit newsletter. This is the first of what we hope will be an
ongoing series of publications designed to provide a place of sharing together as we
seek to from a closer Circuit within the wider District and Connexion. We hope this
provides a way for churches to share and celebrate their good news as well as exploring
the different facets of church growth. We also look forward to hearing about future
activities and events.

The Newsletter will be published quarterly and will also include a summary of the most
recent Circuit Meeting alongside information about Circuit events and services. There
are many activities which churches are already undertaking and we hope that through

sharing some of these it might inspire others to ask questions or to being new initiatives
of their own.

The Circuit is the best kept secret of Methodism, it's a community of people called to
live out their discipleship, worship and missionin a local area. Itis the place where
ministers are stationed to and allows for the sharing of resources. These aren’t only
finance and people but also ideas and activities. We want to encourage people to share
what they are doing so that others may come and join in, learn about what is working
and importantly give thanks to God for all the blessings we receive.

In this edition we will hear from a number of churches about their recent good news

stories. In our next edition we will focus more deliberately in Discipleship in the life of
our churches.

Together we can face the challenges of being the church in our time and | hope we can
learn not simply to survive but to thrive as the people of God.

Revd Dr lain Ballard
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9:15 worship at Dale Street

It's some time now since we ran out of steam as far as ‘junior church’ was
concerned. We don't have many children, perhaps ten on a good day, but we need
to look after them and we need to attract more, and quickly.
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We decided they should have their own service and, importantly, that it should be in
the church space. Problem was that our main service is at 10:30 and we have to
prepare the space for it — so we decided to have the service at 9:15 and that's what -
we called it. What we discovered was that there were opportunities for new Z
directions in worship — more joy, more singing and dancing, more of what we like to
call ‘craft’, more active ways of presenting Bible stories and our faith.

Some adults started to attend regularly and the other week we had an unexpected
visitor as well — there were about twenty there. We're beginning to be more @
aggressive with our publicity and use social media.

\
Does this point the way to a different style of worship at our main service? Well, we @
have a family service every month and Graham Howe successfully brought some of |‘D
the ideas from 9:15 to 10:30 when he built his Jacob’s ladder and taught everyone ‘

how to tie a marlin knot (see also our Palm Sunday visitors below).

10:30 worship at Dale Street \$

We have to accept that if a young couple came to our main service — particularly if E
they had children with them — and looked around at the average age of our 1
congregation (however lively they might be!) — they might not come again.
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It isn't so much the welcome they receive — we do that pretty well — it's a matter of
what we are offering them in our worship. Café church is not new, but it was to us,
35z and not everyone likes sitting at tables instead of
| straight lines. One thing it offers is a chance to be
engaged one step more in the worship. How many
times have you listened to a preacher say something
interesting or even controversial and longed to join
in? In café church there is a chance to pause, to
reflect and to discuss what you have heard or a
, challenge you have been given. This adds to the
usual elements of the service — the all-important
intercessions, the Bible readings, the singing. So,
provided the preacher is happy with the format, this
% is what we do once a month. We are blessed with an
. % unusually large number of our members who are
AR RN T s local preachers, and they are often present and are
hugely helpful in encouraging discussion.

Our new minister, Revd Tina Brooker, has breathed life into our family services and
we were delighted to welcome two visitors, pictured above, to our Palm Sunday
event.

Hynwung ancient and modern

Since Covid we've sung over 250 different hymns and songs. As they're chosen by
our preachers from around the circuit, you might like to know our frequency leader
board:
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1: 503: Love Divine — 10 times

2=: 351 In Christ Alone; 476 One more step — 9 times
4=: 83: Praise my soul the King of Heaven; 564: O Thou that camest from above — 8

times

6= 563: O Jesus | have promised; 662: Have you heard God's voice? 673: Will
you come and follow me? 706: Longing for light — 7 times.

It's great that all of these have good tunes to sing and words that are well-written and

have good sentiments.
Strategies for Growth

Dale Street has a weekly footfall of around 800.

On a Saturday morning we can
have as many as 60 Dads and
Tots (with bacon and egg
butties available).. .and another
60 on Thursdays for our Babies
and Toddlers group. Our Action
for Children support group
regularly holds what we are told
is the only jigsaw fair in the
Midlands — this and the group’s
other activities reach out to the
community, and it makes
thousands each year for the
charity.

We had nearly 300 come to our
production of Bethlehem the
musical (see left for our Roman
centurion and Ben the Busker)

Our Christingle saw some eighty people and the carol service over a hundred.
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All this sounds good until you look at the average number of worshippers over an
extended period. At present it is 56.

That makes you ask a pointed question, and there are other pointed questions to be
asked before you can formulate effective strategies for growth.

By the time you read this we will have held our Away Day specifically to look at our
current situation. Our facilitators from the District and Connexion will have led us
through an interactive day and hopefully we shall be looking at ourselves with new

eyes.

We'll let you know.
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