
13th September 2020     
South Warwickshire Circuit 

 

Worship for 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (complete text.  A video version is also online) 
Keep safe. Keep caring. Keep praying. 
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Welcome to worship with the South 
Warwickshire Methodist Circuit this morning. 
Wherever you are watching, you are most 
welcome. 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to 
our service: Kat Pearson for choosing the hymns; 
Graham Howe & Jeongsook Kim for the readings; 
Iain Ballard for the Sermon and to Ann Howe and 
Anne Oliver (that’s me!) for the prayers. Kate 
Tennyson and Tim Pearson have done the 
technical work putting this all together, thank 
you. 
If you would like to take part, then please get in 
touch with the Circuit Office on 
swc.katetennyson@gmail.com 

THE PREPARATION  

Call to worship 

Come to the God who knows us, 

To the God who created our being, 

To the God who knows our frailty, 

To the God who loves and cherishes us beyond 

measure. 

Come as you are and worship God. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Cornerstone – Hillsong 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness  

I dare not trust the sweetest frame  

But wholly trust in Jesus' name  

My hope is built on nothing less  

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness  

I dare not trust the sweetest frame  

But wholly trust in Jesus' name  

Christ alone; cornerstone  

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love  

Through the storm, He is Lord  

Lord of all  

When Darkness seems to hide His face  

I rest on His unchanging grace  

In every high and stormy gale  

My anchor holds within the veil  

My anchor holds within the veil  

Christ alone; cornerstone  

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love  

Through the storm, He is Lord  

Lord of all  

He is Lord  

Lord of all  

Christ alone; cornerstone  

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love  

Through the storm, He is Lord  

Lord of all  

Christ alone; cornerstone  

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love  

Through the storm, He is Lord  

Lord of all  

When He shall come with trumpet sound  

Oh, may I then in Him be found  

Dressed in His righteousness alone  

Faultless stand before the throne 

Prayer of approach 

O God, you are at the heart of creation. 

Your word brings life into being; 

your peace gives living its fulfilment; 

your Spirit unites us into your Son. 

We draw near, seeking your love in our hearts; 

your wisdom in our minds; your power in our 

lives. 

Receive us with grace, in the name of your Son. 

Amen. 
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Prayer of adoration 

Based on Psalm 8 

O Lord, our sovereign, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Your glory reaches beyond the highest heavens, 

O Lord, our sovereign, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

By the youngest to the eldest your praise is 

spoken forth, 

O Lord, our sovereign, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

In sky, on land, and in water your creativity is 

seen, 

O Lord, our sovereign, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Amen. 

Prayer of confession  

Lord Jesus, you send us into the world, 

but we confess that our vision is narrow; 

you give us clear commandments, 

but we pretend not to understand them; 

you promise to be with us always, 

but we ignore your presence and follow our own 

way. 

Forgive us; give us fresh vision and restore us to 

your way, 

we pray. 

Amen. 

Declaration of forgiveness 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

This is His gracious word: 

“Your sins are forgiven” 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: StF 167 – Colours of day dawn into the 

mind 

1. Colours of day dawn into the mind, 

the sun has come up, the night is behind. 

Go down in the city, into the street, 

and let’s give the message to the people we 

meet. 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 

open the door, let Jesus return. 

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 

tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 

2. Go through the park, on into the town; 

the sun still shines on; it never goes down. 

The light of the world is risen again; 

the people of darkness are needing a friend. 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 

open the door, let Jesus return. 

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 

tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 

3. Open your eyes, look into the sky, 

the darkness has come, the sun came to die. 

The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 

but Jesus is living, his Spirit is near. 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 

open the door, let Jesus return. 

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 

tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

Psalm  Psalm 8 

(New Revised Standard Version) 

1O Lord, our Sovereign, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2    Out of the mouths of babes and infants 

you have founded a bulwark because of your 

foes, 

    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

3When I look at your heavens, the work of your 

fingers, 

    the moon and the stars that you have 

established; 
4what are human beings that you are mindful of 

them, 

    mortals that you care for them? 
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5Yet you have made them a little lower than God  

    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6You have given them dominion over the works 

of your hands; 

    you have put all things under their feet, 
7all sheep and oxen, 

    and also the beasts of the field, 
8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 

    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

9O Lord, our Sovereign, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Gospel  Matthew 28:16-20 

(New Revised Standard Version) 

The Commissioning of the Disciples 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but 

some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to 

them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of 

the age.” 

Sermon 

September is a month of new beginnings: 

children starting or restarting schools; 

universities will, in some way, recommence 

teaching; and in the Methodist church it is the 

beginning of our new connexional year – Things 

start again.  And so it is a time of firsts – my first 

meetings here; my first services here. And over 

the last few days, I’ve been reflecting back on 

firsts.   

I remember my first days at high school, we had 

a Vice Principal – Mr Edwards.  He was an 

interesting chap, who was about 6 ft tall, built as 

a rugby playing forward and had a very thick, 

Welsh accent.  He was somebody to be feared 

but the first time you met him would be in your 

first few days at school as he ran the dinner 

queue.  As you queued up to enter the dining 

hall, he would come down the queue, reminding 

himself of the names of boys who’d been at the 

school for some time and learning the names of 

those of us as first years. And so in a school 

much bigger than the primary school I’d 

attended, I stood in that dinner queue thinking 

how wonderful it was that somebody as 

important as the Vice Principal was wanting to 

know my name.  Of course there was another 

motive – later when I was misbehaving or 

running or doing something I shouldn’t – what 

was shouted wasn’t ‘Oi! You!’ but my name. The 

authority he had came from knowing us and 

from being able to stop us dead in our tracks.  It 

was an authority that began with care but made 

sure that we acted in a way that didn’t put 

ourselves or others at risk.  

And so I reflect on the closing words of 

Matthews Gospel – Jesus opens this short 

discourse with the words ‘All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me’.  And I 

wonder if we realise just what that means?  

Jesus doesn’t have some authority – many of us 

through our work, our lives, through church, 

through family and parenthood, or 

grandparenthood, have authority, we have some 

form of power over other people or over our 

own lives.  Yet Jesus is not claiming to have some 

authority – he is saying he has been given all 

authority.  There is no body with more authority 

than him – in heaven or on the earth.  And I 

wonder when we read the gospels, and we hear 

Jesus’s words, and through the Spirit when we 

experience the presence of Christ in our own 

lives, whether we are acknowledging that he has 

all, all authority. 

Because if we did acknowledge that Jesus had all 

authority, then his words, his commandment, his 

actions have huge implications for how we do 
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things, for how we live our lives, for how we 

interact with each other and with God.  It won’t 

become something we could listen to for a short 

while on a Sunday or watching worship online 

but impacts every moment of our being. 

And so I invite you to press pause and to take 

some time to consider in your life, in the way you 

are, in the things that you do – are you declaring 

that Jesus has all authority over you? or are you 

proclaiming to have authority over Jesus? -  are 

you claiming to know better, to know more and 

to have more power than God the Father who 

gave the authority to Jesus?  Take some time and 

reflect on that question. 

Jesus having declared he has all authority gives a 

number of commandments to the disciples, and 

that begins with ‘Go’.  ‘Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations’.  It is not a request, - 

often as children, I remember being told to 

remember to say please, and I hear myself saying 

it now or thinking it if I hear someone ask for 

something and they don’t say please – I have to 

sometimes hold myself back and not say ‘what’s 

the word?’.  But Jesus deliberately doesn’t say 

‘Please’.  He deliberately doesn’t say ‘if you 

would like to’.  This is a command.  This is 

written to be something that Jesus is telling us to 

do.  Go therefore means, because he has all 

authority, he is telling us to go and make 

disciples.  What a commission! What a role and 

responsibility we have as disciples of Christ, to 

not only disciple ourselves but to take the Good 

News to all around us - sometimes in the words 

that we speak, sometimes in the way that we live 

and sometimes in our actions towards others.  

But the call is there – to take this good news, 

that God loves all people - and to make that 

good news real for people.   

But Jesus isn’t telling us to go and make 

believers, even the devil believes.  He is wanting 

us to go and make disciples, people who follow 

him, people who recognise his authority, read his 

word and then do their best to live by it.  But for 

that relationship with Jesus to be more than 

simply reading the words of scripture, for it to be 

a real, and alive, and life-giving relationship with 

Christ.   

There’ve been many occasions I’ve had 

conversations where people have found 

difficulty and they’ve said, ‘I’ve not known how 

people could live through this and not have faith, 

because it is my faith that is keeping me going.’  I 

wonder what life would be like for me without 

faith – this faith, - knowing that I am loved and 

responding to that love - has had such an impact.  

If that has had an impact for you, then surely 

there is a need to tell others there is more to life.  

There is a God who loves us and wants a 

relationship with us.  Who wants us to live and 

be the very best people we can be as disciples of 

Christ.   

When I hear those words – ‘go and make 

disciples’ – there’s a bit of me going ‘Oh but, 

send them, send somebody else, somebody else 

can do this’.  The story of the calling of Moses, - 

here I am lord, send my brother.  And it’s easy 

for us to think that the making of disciples is 

somebody else’s job.  I’m convinced that it is the 

role of every Christian, to be part of that Good 

News story.  That isn’t that we all need to stand 

on street corners or with big boards on us.  But it 

is how we live, and it is being ready to explain 

our faith.  ‘So why do you do this? Why do you 

worship? - Many times – Why do you go to 

church on a Sunday?  We might think that we 

can’t make disciples.  There isn’t anything that 

Jesus asks his disciples to do that he knows they 

can’t do.  Jesus doesn’t set us up to fail, instead 

Jesus sets us up to tell stories of Good News.  A 

few months ago, having led a course entitled 

‘Talking of Jesus’, an elderly man from one of my 

churches rang the manse, he was excited, - he’d 

got home from doing some shopping, he was 

excited, because on his way home, somebody 

had stopped him and asked him about 
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something, and he had managed to get in to that 

conversation, ‘God loves you’.  And he’d never 

done it before, but the impact it had on him, that 

he was able to do something, was huge 

Jesus goes on reminding us that disciples are 

baptised into the family of God.  But he then 

commands that we should teach them to obey 

everything that Jesus has commanded.  When 

we hear the stories of Jesus, he tells us and 

reminds us that the greatest commandments are 

love: that we love God, that we love one another 

as God has loved us.  This, in so many ways, is 

the mission of the Church – it is about showing 

love in every possible way.  As Methodists we 

might say that is our call to social holiness or 

social justice.  It is challenging the injustices of 

this world.  It is not simply giving food to a food 

bank; but challenging why are people poor in the 

first place?  What is unequal about our society?  

It’s going beyond normal and if God loves you 

this much, why is this happening?  Its what we 

might call mission, but mission and evangelism 

go together.  We are called to be disciples to go 

and take good news – sometimes that taking of 

good news is a meal, is clothing, is dignity, is 

giving of our time to somebody who feels they 

are worthless, it is praying for somebody when 

there is nothing else we can do but pray. 

Everything that Jesus has commanded, is that we 

love, and that isn’t one day a week, or part of the 

time, or when it suits us, or when the other 

person is lovable, but it’s all the time.  Now Jesus 

knows we are not perfect, just as Mr Edwards 

had to shout my name once or twice down the 

corridor, we are not perfect.  And perhaps that is 

one of the greatest aspects of the Church.  We 

are not perfect.  And so when we call out to 

others we’re not saying come and be perfect, 

what we’re saying is come and be part of the 

family of God where we strive to be better than 

we are, and our imperfections, the things we get 

wrong, have already been covered by grace.   

Jesus reminds them he is with them always.  He 

is with us always – to the end of the age.  This is 

the calling of the Church to recognise that Jesus 

has all authority in heaven and on earth; to go 

and make disciples of all nations, of all people 

everywhere.  To teach them everything Jesus has 

commanded, to love one another as he has loved 

us.  That is our calling as Church.  That is who we 

are meant to be.  Make time to consider how 

you, how you as an individual, how you as a part 

of Church, might respond to the calling of God  

Amen. 

Hymn: Build Your Kingdom Here (Rend Collective) 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray 

Come set Your rule and reign 

In our hearts again 

Increase in us we pray 

Unveil why we're made 

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 

Like wildfire in our very souls 

Holy Spirit come invade us now 

We are Your Church 

And we need Your power 

In us 

We seek Your kingdom first 

We hunger and we thirst 

Refuse to waste our lives 

For You're our joy and prize 

To see the captive hearts released 

The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 

We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause 

We are Your church 
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And we pray revive 

This earth (We're prayin' for revival) 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray (Change the atmosphere) 

Unleash Your kingdom's power 

Reaching the near and far 

No force of hell can stop 

Your beauty changing hearts 

You made us for much more than this 

Awake the kingdom seed in us 

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 

We are Your church 

Oh, and we are the hope 

On earth 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray (Change the atmosphere, build Your 

kingdom here) 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray (Let's win this nation back!) 

THE RESPONSE 

Prayers of thanksgiving 

Gracious God, we thank you for your great, 

sacrificial love which bringing us hope whether in 

times of trouble or of joy. 

We thank you for the opportunity at the 

beginning of this New Methodist Year, to find a 

fresh new start, a re-commissioning to go forth 

and tell. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for giving us life and 

challenging us to find ways to love and serve one 

another, to work for social justice, to love and 

serve your Church and so to love and serve you, 

by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit. 

Hymn: StF 409: Let us build a house where love 

can dwell 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, 

all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek 

to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, 

all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

3. Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 
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where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

All are welcome, 

all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

4. Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

All are welcome, 

all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

5. Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and love and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

All are welcome, 

all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

Prayers of intercession 

Heavenly Father will you lead us to continue to 

find fresh, new opportunities in reaching people 

through digital, online means as well as by re-

opening our buildings, in all the ways we can, 

wherever we can. 

Holy Spirit, will you guide those meeting to 

interpret rules on safely being together in new 

and relevant ways and enable your gifts to be 

used among our neighbours. 

We pray for the leaders of the nations and those 

who have authority, that you will guide them to 

embrace the rich diversity you have created and 

lead in justice, freedom and peace 

We pray for decision makers and movers in our 

country, that they will have compassion on those 

marginalised by poverty, illness, disability, 

gender or ethnicity,  

that they will enable the standards of your 

kingdom, of wisdom and integrity to inform their 

actions 

and that they will govern wisely. 

Holy Spirit we pray, too for comfort for all who 

are suffering illness or it’ long-term effects, for 

those who are mourning, for those who are in 

need and those who are supporting them, that 

they may know your courage, strength and hope. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We say together the prayer that Jesus gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, 

the power and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen 

The Offering & prayer 

We bring you all we can of our gifts of  

life and talent, 

time and money, 

in whatever way we can 

to serve you. 

Amen 
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THE DISMISSAL 

Hymn: StF 82 – O Lord my God when I in 

awesome wonder 

1. O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the worlds thy hand has made, 

I see the starts, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe 

displayed: 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

2. When through the woods, and forest glades 

I wander 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain 

grandeur, 

and hear the brook, and feel the gentle 

breeze: 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

3. And when I think that God, his Son not 

sparing, 

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

he bled and died to take away my sin: 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

4. When Christ shall come with shout of 

acclamation 

and take me home – what joy shall fill my 

heart; 

then shall I bow in humble adoration, 

and there proclaim: my God, how great thou 

art: 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

Prayer & blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you and give you 

peace. 

So go in peace to love, serve and tell. 

Amen 


